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Project Highlights  2011 
 
Membership Drive Spring 2011 
In January, a letter was mailed out to the entire Grand List of Franklin, inviting residents to join 
ǘƘŜ C²/Ωǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ōȅ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ŘƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƻǊ ōƻǘƘΦ !ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
mailing, the FWC gained 30 new members and $900 in donations!  
 
Website 
In 2010 funding was allocated towards improvement of our website design. The previous site 
was not user-friendly and could not be updated by current staff. Krushed Media was hired to 
make the site more user-friendly and to train current staff to update it. Now, new hires can be 
easily trained with this sensible design. See the new site at: www.franklinwatershedvt.com   See 
above the new FWC logo that was designed by Krushed Media.  
 
Facebook 
The FWC has its very own Facebook page. We plan on using this to post the most up to date 
information and pictures from our events. We are hoping that it will be an easy way for our 
summer-time residents to stay in touch.  
 

Project and Activity List 2011 
 

Action Item #1- Septic System Maintenance and Outreach 

Septic Feasibility Study ANR Facilities Engineering Division $30,000 
This year the FWC has paired up with the town of Franklin to apply for funding in order to 
conduct a Septic Feasibility Study for the town of Franklin and Lake Carmi shoreline properties. 
$30,000 was awarded from the Facilities Engineering Division of ANR to assess the potential for 
lakeshore and village properties for community septic systems. A Septic Feasibility Study 
Committee was formed to help facilitate the process, the committee is comprised of 
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representatives from the FWC, Franklin Selectboard, Lake Carmi Campers Association, Planning 
Commission, some village residents, and the health officer.  
 
A public meeting was held on May 18, 2011 to inform the public about what the Feasibility 
Study consists of and answer any questions was attended by 18 interested people.  
 
Stone Environmental Engineering was selected in June and a kick-off meeting was held on July 
30th. A press release was published in the paper.  Project Manager, Amy Macrellis has finished 
the field work of interpreting soil maps, completing soil samples and administering a survey to 
the lakeshore and village regions. An interim report was presented on November 3rd to 16 
residents in attendance.   The final report is expected to be finished by the end of the year and 
a similar public meeting will be held in the spring when lakeshore residents return to the area.  
 
Septic Pump-Out Program 
The group has continued to fund the Septic Pump-Out Program providing a $50 rebate for 
septic pumping to 18 lakeshore property owners in 2011. There is also a $25 rebate toward the 
rental of a port-o-let for large parties to encourage landowners to reduce the stress on delicate 
lakeshore septic. This option has been utilized twice in 2011.  
 

Action Item #2- Shoreline Management, Outreach and Repair 
 
Shoreline Stabilization Projects (Clean and Clear $10,000) 
This summer the FWC accomplished 6 shoreline buffer upgrades with planting, rainbarrels, 
raingardens and stone revetments.  Multiple shoreline buffer experts have visited to help 
develop a specific plan for each site. Plans include the implementation of shoreline buffers as 
well as berms, rain gardens, and gravel for stabilization. We are also planning to install a 
number of rain barrels.  
 

                        
 
 
 
 
 

Left: Side view 
of camp,  
facing road. A 
rain garden is 
planned for 
this spot. 
Right: Parking 
area. Cedars 
will be planted 
along cinder 
blocks to catch 
road runoff.  



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Right: 
Benevento site 
where 50 feet of 
road runoff 
drains unto the 
lawn. A 
raingarden will 
be constructed 
to absorb the 
excess water 
before it 
empties into the 
lake.  

Above a rain garden is installed to capture run off from the road. A stone dripline will direct roof water into the 
raingarden. 



 
 

 

 
 
AmeriCorps NCCC Crew   $16,000 
This year the FWC applied and received an AmeriCorps National Civilian Conservation Corps 
(NCCC) crew to come and help implement water quality projects around the lake. The crew 
stayed at Lake Carmi State Park for 5 weeks (July 18 ς Aug 19), while they help us install 
shoreline buffers, clean up the public beach, and clear out impaired ditches along lakeshore 
roads. We estimate this to be a $16,000 contribution to the water quality effort in Lake Carmi 
for the hours they worked on water quality projects.  
 

a raingarden 
will capture 
water from 
the road.  The 
bed is filled 
with drainage 
material and 
lined with 
landscaping 
fabric.   The 
plants are 
water 
resistant.  

A left, AmeriCorps NCCC work 
crew  work to complete the 
raised bed. 



 
 

 
They helped with the Kane Brook clean out on Hammond Shore. 

 

 
 
An extensive clean up is planned for the spring to continue the removal of sediment from the 
Hammond Shore Bay.  
 

FWC volunteers and 
AmeriCorps members take 
a break from cleaning Kane 
Brook. 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Early spring photo of heavy 
ǎŜŘƛƳŜƴǘ ƭƻŀŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ YŀƴŜΩǎ 
Brook 
 

Ron Danyew stands in the sediment 
that was deposited  at his lake front 
property. 

Site visit with land owners and 
ANR representatives and Agency 
of Agriculture representatives.  



 
 

 

 
 
Public Beach Land Donation 
In recent years the public beach has been degrading in quality. Constant wave and ice action 
has steadily eroded the banks. The spring of 2011 brought significant damage from elevated 
lake levels.  

September -Experimental 
clean up of the in-lake 
sediment using geo-
textile de-watering bags 
and trash pumps to 
άǾŀŎǳǳƳέ the lake 
bottom was considered a 
viable plan for 
remediation. 
 A VT Dept of Labor work 
crew will complete the 
project in the spring.  



 
 

  
Above: Flooding and Erosion along Public Beach (May 2011). 
 
A Public Beach Committee was formed of Selectboard, LCCA and FWC members to work on the 
land transfer and necessary public vote. The committee did extensive outreach to provide 
information to the public and to prepare a presentation for Town Meeting Day. The voter 
accepted the proposal and the ownership has been transferred to the Town.    
 
 

 
 
The FWC worked with the Selectboard to file an application to Clean and Clear (ERP) through 
Northwest Regional Planning Commission (NRPC) for a 2 phase design to stabilize and enhance 
the area. This proposal was not accepted but we will continue to seek funding to improve this 
area.  
 
 
 
Public Beach Clean Up 
This year it took 25 volunteers a mere 2 hours to clean up the public beach! 
 

Left: Polly Perkins and David 
Breed of the FWC present 
educational materials at 
Town Meeting Day 
regarding the public beach. 
A fact sheet was developed 
to address issue of public 
concern.   
 



 
 

  
 
 
In November VTrans implemented their own stabilization project and delivered rip rap to the 
area.     

 
 
The Beach Committee will meet in February to develop a plan for the future.  
 
 
 
 
Dewing Shore Rd Stabilization Phase II 
The Town was awarded a Better Back Roads Grant (BBR) to work on the second section of 
Dewing Shore Road. The FWC assisted with the completion of the grant as well as with 


